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Subject/Grade: Grade 2/English Language Arts        Lesson Title:  Traditions: 
Powwows       Teacher: Keanna Hornoi 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 
Outcome(s)/Indicator(s)/Treaty Outcomes and Indicators:  

1. View, listen to, read, and respond to a variety of texts including First Nations and Métis resources that present 
different viewpoints and perspectives on issues and topics related to identity, community, and social responsibility 
and relate to own experiences. 

2. Discuss the experiences and traditions of various communities and cultures portrayed in texts including First Nations 
and Métis resources. 

3. Connect situations portrayed in texts (including First Nations and Métis texts) to personal experiences and prior 
learning. 

4. Identify similarities and differences between what is known and what is presented in texts. 

 

- Develop an understanding of Treaties as sacred promises that exist between the British Crown (i.e., 
government) and First Nations. Indicators: 

- Explore First Nations beliefs that treaties are special promises sealed by sacred ceremonies (e.g. pipe 
ceremony). 

- Recognize that the treaty suits, medals, and flags are symbols used by the British Crown to signify its 
commitment to uphold the promises made in the treaties.  

- Represent understanding of the concept that treaties will last for as long as the sun shines, grasses 
grow, and rivers flow. 

- Identify the Saskatchewan Numbered Treaty Territory in which they live (e.g., Treaties 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10). 

Modified indicator: 
 
2. Discuss the experiences and traditions of Aboriginal 
people 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
 

- I can understand Aboriginal traditions  
- I can wait my turn to speak  
- I can practice using the talking stick  
- I can respect other traditions  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essential Questions: 
 

- Have you ever been to a powwow?  
- Why do First Nations have powwows?  
- What do they wear?  
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Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 
 

● The discussion circle is a great way to make sure the students understand the lesson and the book. 
● It also allows the students to ask questions if they don’t happen to understand, which would allow the 

teacher ⁄ elder  to further explain.  
 
 
 

Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 
Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning):    Time: 10-15minutes 
 

- Bring an Elder into the classroom for the whole class to 
fully explain the meanings of powwows.  

- Talk about the First Nations traditions that they already 
know about  

 
 
 
Development:                                              Time: 30 minutes 
 
 

- Read the book with the Elder  
- Answer any questions that they may have during the 

book or ask questions that they have for the Elder  
 
 
 
 
 
Learning Closure:                                        Time: 30-45 minutes  
 

- Go into a circle for a discussion  
- Elder can explain the reason for the circle and the 

talking stick; whoever has the stick is the one that 
speaks  

- Ask discussion question 
- Have you ever been to a powwow or know 

someone who has?  
- What traditions does your own family have?  

Materials/Equipment: 
 

- book “Powwow”  
- Talking stick 

 
 
 
 
 
Management Strategies: 
 

● Make sure students 
remember to raise 
their hands before 
asking a question 

● Make sure they’re 
listening to each other 
when they talk or 
share a story  

● During the discussion 
circle, if the students 
get off topic or start to 
tell a story that’s not 
relevant, repeat the 
question to get them 
to answer. If they are 
off topic and have 
already answered the 
questions, move on to 
the next student  
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Safety Considerations: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 

● If first discussion or 
story goes longer than 
planned, allow 
students to fully 
experience the 
discussion circle fully. 
If it was before recess, 
allow them to continue 
after recess.  

 
 
 
 

Stage 4: Reflection 
The teacher is able to explain a lot to the children, but they will never have as much 
knowledge as an elder. That is why I would invite an elder into the classroom as much as 
possible! I want my students to be able to gain as much knowledge as they can from this 
lesson and all of the other Aboriginal lessons that we would talk about throughout the whole 
year. 

 


